[A case of Candida glabrata empyema].
A 72-year-old man was admitted to our hospital because of a low grade fever and malaise. He had received a middle to lower esophagectomy and proximal gastrectomy with reconstruction of a gastric conduit for esophageal cancer 12 years previously. Chest X-ray and CT scan revealed massive pleural effusion and consolidations on the right side. Candida glabrata was isolated 4 times from pleural fluid specimens. Candida antigen was negative in both serum and pleural effusion. However, while serum beta-D-glucan was negative, the level of beta-D-glucan in pleural effusion was extremely elevated. Thus, the patient was diagnosed as having C. glabrata empyema. He was treated with insertion of a thoracostomy tube followed by intrapleural instillation of amphotericin B and intravenous administration of micafungin. Pleural effusion was reduced and the repeated culture of the pleural effusion became negative after 27 days of treatment. Empyema with C. glabrata is rare and the present case is the second report of the disease in the Japanese literature.